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The Vancouver Rhododendron Society is a Chapter of 
The American Rhododendron Society.

Meetings are held at VanDusen Botanical Gardens, 
5251 Oak Street, Vancouver
on the 3rd Thursday of each month except July, August 
and December.  Guests are most welcome to attend 
and participate.

VRS EXECUTIVE

President – Don Haslam
Vice-president – Sean Rafferty
Past President – Joanne Ronsley
Treasure – Dana Cromie
Secretary – Jasbir Gill
Membership – Philip McDougal
Programs – Joe Ronsley
Members-at-large – Tony Clayton
                              - Nora Hall
                              - Alan Cheung

visit us at : www.rhodo,citymax.com

                              

                   
 UPCOMING    EVENTS
Fearings Farm – Harold is opening his 
garden on April 18, between 12 and 5pm.
The location is 5376 Ross Road, 
Abbotsford.  For directions call604-857-
4136

Bradner Daffodil Festival – April 18 
weekend. About a mile from Fearings Farm.

Annual VRS Potluck - will be held at 
Nora Hall’s home at 6559 Balsam St. 
Vancouver on June 14 (Sunday) 604-266-
8132.  A sign-up sheet will be circulated at 
the April and May meeting.

VanDusen Botanical Garden Walk – On 
May 21 members and guests will meet at 
the entrance at 6:30 pm for a guided walk 
of VanDusen Garden.  Your guide will be 
Egan Davis.  Entrance to the garden will 
be free.

Meconopsis betonicifolia

http://www.rhodo,citymax.com
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                           SIKKIM                           
                            PART 2
Geology
     
The hills of Sikkim mainly consist of gneiss-
ose and half-schistose rocks, making their 
soil brown clay, and generally poor and 
shallow. The soil is coarse, with large 
amounts of iron oxide concentrations, 
ranging from
neutral to acidic and has poor organic and 
mineral nutrients. This type of soil tends 
to support evergreen and
deciduous forests.
A large portion of the Sikkim territory is 
covered by the Precambrian rock and is 
much younger in age than
the hills. The rock consists of phyllites 
and schists and therefore the slopes are 
highly susceptible to weathering and prone 
to erosion. This, combined with the intense 
rain, causes extensive soil erosion and 
heavy loss of soil nutrients through leach-
ing. As a result, landslide s are frequent, 
isolating the numerous small towns and 
villages from the major urban centres.

 Climate

The climate ranges from sub-tropical in 
the south to tundra in the northern parts. 
Most of the inhabited regions of Sikkim, 
however, enjoy a temperate climate, with 
the temperatures seldom exceeding 28 C 
in summer or dropping below 0 C in winter. 
The state enjoys five seasons: winter, 
summer, spring, and autumn, and a monsoon 
season between June and September The 
average annual temperature for most of 
Sikkim is aroun    . Sikkim is one of the few 
states in India to receive regular snow 
fall. The snow line is around 6,000 metres 

                APRIL SPEAKER 

                    Charles Lyte

Our speaker the evening of April 16th will 
be Charles Lyte, from Devon, England.  
Charles started life working for a great 
old nursery,Wallaces of Tunbridge Wells, 
which spcialised in rhododendrons, as well

as lilies and irises.  He went on to become 
a journalist, training on a provincial paper; 
worked in Zimbabwe (then Southern Rho-
desia), but the majority of his career was in 
Fleet Street.  The latter part was devoted

to garden writing, and for eight years he 
organised a show garden at the Chelsea 
Flower Show for his daily newspaper. 
 Charles has written a number of books, 
including biographies of Sir Joseph Banks 
(who introduced /Rhododendron cnadense/ 
to England in 1767); Frank Kingdon-Ward, 
and a book called The Plant Hunters.  He 
is retired now, but a great deal of his 
time is spent recovering and planting a 
garden, part of which is a disused stone 
quarry.  His lecturetitle is ‘Rhododendron 
Adventurers’:Kingdon-Ward and the other 

great rhododendron collectors—a sub-
ject that is always fascinating, in this

case clearly presented with authority.

Primula secundiflora
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.
During the monsoon months, the state is 
lashed by heavy rains that increase the num-
ber of landslides. The state record for the 
longest period of non-stop rain is eleven 
days. In the northern region, because of 
high altitude, temperatures drop below &mi-
nus;40 C in winter. Fog  also affects many 
parts of the state during winter and the 
monsoons, making transportation extremely 
perilous.

    Flora and fauna

The Rhododendron is the state tree.

Sikkim is situated in an ecological hotspot 
of the lower Himalayas, one of only three 
among the Eco-regions of India The for-
ested regions of the state exhibit a diverse 
range of fauna  and flora.  Owing to its 
altitudinalgradiation the state has a wide 
variety of plants, from tropical to temper-
ate to alpine and tundra, and is perhaps one 
of the few regions to exhibit such a diver-
sity within such a small area.
The flora of Sikkim includes the rhodo-
dendron, the state tree, with a huge range 
of species occurring from subtropical 
to alpine regions. Orchids , fig,  laure, 
banana trees and bambooin the lower alti-
tudes of Sikkim, which enjoy a sub-tropical  
type climate. In the temperate elevations 
above 1,500 metres, oaks, chestnuts, 
maples,birchs, alders,and magnolias grow 
in large numbers. The alpine type vegetation 
includes juniper, pine,
firs, cypresses and rhododendrons, and 
is typically found between an altitude of 
3,500 metres to 5,000 m. Sikkim boasts 
around 5,000 flowering plants, 515 rare 
orchids, 60 primula species, 36rhododen-
drons pecies, 11 oaks varieties, 23 bamboos 
varieties, 16 conifer species, 362 types of 
ferns and ferns allies, 8 tree ferns, and 
over 424 medicinal plants in the state.

Rhododendron Species native to Sikkim

R. aeruginosum                                           
R. griffithianumR. anthopogon                                        
R. hodgsonii
R. arboreum                                             
R. lanatum
R. auklandii                                               
R. lepidotumR. barbatum                                             
R. lindleyi
R. camelliaflorum                                      
R. maddenii
R. campanulatum                                       
R. nivale
R. campylocarpum                                     
R. niveum
R. ciliatum                                                
R. obovatum
R. cinnibarinum                                         
R. pendulum R. dalhousiae                                           
R. pumilum
R. pecipiens                                              
R. setosum
R. edgeworthii                                          
R. smithii
R. eleagnoides                                          
R. thompsonii

Arisaema ringens



   INDUMENTUM Volume 40 Number 7, April 2009                                                                 Page 4

R. falconeri                                               
R. triflorum
R. fulgens                                                 
R. virgatum
R. glaucum                                               
R. wallichii
R. grande                                                  
R. wightii                                                      
   

w w w . e x p l o r e s i k k i m . c o 

  Hooker’s Trail & Sikkimese Flora

Joseph Dalton Hooker was a Naturalist 
who had visited Eastern Himalayas in and 
around 1849.During that time he had vis-
ited North Sikkim. In his book ‘HIMALAYAN 
JOURNALS’ he has elaborately described 
the Nature and Culture of Sikkim. We 
have formulated a short itinerary, which 
will take you to some of the places he’s 
described in his book. Relive and take the 
Hooker’s trail and discover the Sikkimese 
Flora with us.
ABOUT JOSEPH DALTON HOOKER
Joseph Dalton Hooker was arguably the 
most important British botanistof the nine-
teenth century. A traveller and plant-col-
lector, the importance of Hooker’s work 
is also evident in his trip to the central 
and eastern Himalaya (1847?49). Hooker 
obtained a government grant for the trip 
and the Admiral gave him free passage on 
the ships taking Lord Dalhousie, the newly-
appointed Governor General, to India.  
After visiting Calcutta, Hooker went to 
Darjeeling where he met Brian Houghton 
Hodgson, an expert on Nepalese culture, 

Buddhism and collector of Sanskrit manu-
scripts who was also a passionate natu-
ralist. The two became close friends and 
Hodgson helped Hooker prepare for his 
trip into the Himalaya. However, by the time 
Hooker was ready to set off for Sikkim in 
1848, Hodgson was too ill to accompany 
him and Dr. Archibald Campbell, the Brit-
ish government agent, went instead.

Sikkim then was not a part of India and was 
a small Himalayan kingdom.  The Chogyals 
(king) was understandably anxious not to 
annoy any of his powerful neighbours so 
he and his chief minister, the Dewan, were 
particularly suspicious of  travelers like 
Hooker who surveyed and made maps dur-
ing their travels. (Their suspicions proved 
well-founded, as Hooker?s maps later 
proved to have both economic and military 
importance to the British.) When Hooker 
first sought permission to enter Sikkim, the 
Dewan made considerable efforts to pre-
vent him, and even after pressure from the 
British administration forced the Dewan 

Paeonia ‘Joseph Rock’
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the Flora of British India, 1872?1897). 
However, the introductory essay on the 
geographical relations of India’s flora 
was to be one of Hooker’s most important 
statements on biogeographical issues.
Altogether Hooker collected about 7,000 
species in India and Nepal and on his return 
to England, managed to secure another 
government grant while he classified and 
named them. The first publication was the

Rhododendrons of the Sikkim-Himalaya 
(1849?51), edited by his father and illus-
trated by Walter Hood Fitch, whose fine 
drawings enriched many of both Hookers? 
publications. Hooker and Campbell?s trav-
els added 25 new rhododendron species to 
the 50 already known and the spectacular 
new species they introduced into Britain 
helped create a rhododendron craze among 
British gardeners. Hooker?s journey also 
produced his Himalayan Journals (1854), 
which were dedicated to Darwin.

to submit, he obstructed their progress in 
various ways. He particularly urged them 
not to cross the northern border with Ti-
bet during their explorations, but Hooker 
and Campbell knowingly ignored his order 
and the border violation was used by the 
Dewan as a pretext to arrest and imprison 
them in November 1849. The British gov-
ernment secured their release within weeks 
by threatening to invade Sikkim. The elderly 
Rajah was punished with the annexation of 
some of his land and the withdrawal of his 
British pension; a response that even some 
of the British thought excessive. 
Following his release, Hooker spent 1850 
traveling with Thomas Thomson in Eastern 
Bengal and the two returned to England 
in 1851. Together they wrote the first 
volume of a projected Flora Indica (1855), 
which was never completed because of a 
lack of support from the East India Compa-
ny (although Hooker eventually produced 

Cy Irwin, 1928 – 2009

It is with deep regret that I write of the death of 
longtime member Cy Irwin at the age of 80 on 
Sunday, March 22.  Cy and his wife Martie with their 
garden of fine rhododendrons were my next door 
neighbors for 26 years until 2004 when they moved 
to a nearby condominium complex because stairs and 
garden were becoming a lot to manage. 
Cy and Martie were hardworking contributors to 
the VRS, and for this they were both honored with 
the Bronze medal in 2000 for their long service and 
dedication. Over the years Cy sold the monthly raffle 
tickets until 1986 when he became the VRS Treasurer.  
After his Treasurer term Cy often audited the annual 
books of the society, again sold raffle tickets, attended 
nearly every VRS show and sale to help with the 
money side of sales, set up tables, and did whatever 
work was needed.  

Cypripedium formosanum
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Martie, the rhodo plants person of the family, always 
said their rhodos were on wheels, but it was Cy the 
gardener who rolled rhodos from place to place as 
they grew and needed relocation.  I remember fondly 
Martie offering, over the fence,  rhodo ‘cuttings’ for 
my husband Tom to root, cuttings made ‘available’ 
when Cy misstepped during his gardening.    
Cy was born in Vancouver and, with the exception of 
a short sojourn in Premier, BC, spent his formative 
years in Vancouver. He grew up with his two older 
sisters, Constance and Helen. His family were 
pioneers in the greater Vancouver area; his great-
grandfather, William Holmes, was the first European 
settler in Burnaby.  Cy married Martie in 1963 and 
they had two children, Mark and Ann.
For many years now it has been Ann Irwin’s 
calligraphy that has complimented the floral artistry 
for the Bronze Medal awards given by the VRS. 
After school, Cy worked in the finance industry 
for over 30 years before finishing his career at 
Woodward’s. During the early part of his working 
life, he traveled frequently and relocated first to 
Nelson, BC, where he was also a volunteer fireman, 
and later to Santa Clara, California, where Mark was 
born. Cy was also very active at St. James Church 
where he was on the Board of Directors for the St. 
James Community Service Society.
When not in the garden, Cy enjoyed going to 
symphony concerts, dining out, and was also an avid 

    Rhododendrons Arise From The Dead

    Clive L. Justice, Vancouver, B.C.

Most of us here on the Pacific Coast are by now all too 
familiar with the 1955 freeze and the resulting havoc it 
wrought to our rhododendrons. While many were cut 
back severely, others never recovered, and eventually 
died, to be dug up with regret and consigned to the 
incinerator.

During a visit to Dr. McKee's home in Ab-
botsford, 40 miles east of Vancouver, B.C., last spring 
(1960), Allyne Cooke and I discovered several dead 
sticks in amongst a planting of some 400 rhododendrons 
set out in rows that had been 3-4 feet high prior to the 
1955 freeze. To our amazement strong new growth was 
coming from the base of the old stumps and the dead 
branches. After much crawling on hands and knees we 
discovered 8 in all. These first cross seedlings of the R. 
fortunei and triflorum series were planted by Dr. McKee 
some 12 years ago and are now over 20 years old. Dr. 
McKee has purposely neglected them, and has never 
watered or mulched them. On a south sandy loam slope, 
in full sun, these rhododendrons have been left to their 
own devices. Those that died were left completely undis-
turbed in their place in the row. We found that all the 
new growth was firmly attached to the old root, ruling 
out the possibility that they might have been naturalized 
seedling (Fig. 10). Dr. McKee confirmed that these had 
died as a result of the '55 freeze.
        In order to confirm our discovery we returned in 
late September to photograph them. Although it was dif-
ficult to locate all eight again in among rhododendrons 
6-8 feet high and as broad, we managed to find four, each 
with several stems and from 4-8" of new growth. Photo-
graphing them offered some difficulties but we managed 
to get some shots out of the roll.
        While it is fairly common for many plants, rhodo-
dendrons included, to renew themselves from their roots 
if cut or frozen to the ground during the following 
season, but we feel it is quite unusual for this to occur 
after four seasons. This is apparently the case with these 
rhododendrons of Dr. McKee's. Maybe in the future we 
should not be too hasty in digging up dead (?) plants and 
destroying them.

 New growth sprouting from the
roots of plants killed in the freeze.
    Justice photo

puzzle solver. 

Meg Brown


